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A Ministry approved specialized program 
allowing students to focus their learning on a 

specific economic sector while meeting the 
requirements to graduate from a secondary 

school.

What is an SHSM? 



Eligibility

● SHSM is a two-year program available to students in      
Grades 11 & 12.  

● Students in Grade 10 should begin by discussing SHSM 
opportunities with their guidance counsellors. 



Why would you want to be an SHSM student?

● obtain a strong foundation for a wide variety of careers in the sector

● customize your education to suit your interests & talents while meeting 

the requirements for an OSSD

● focus on sector-specific knowledge & skills that are valued by 

employers & postsecondary educational institutions

● receive an SHSM Record outlining & identifying completion of the 

required components, including certifications, training programs & 

sector-specific credits achieved

● receive an OSSD with the Red SHSM Seal identifying the completed 

components 



3 parts to achieving a SHSM @ LCHS

1 Course Bundlings

● Gr 10 meet with a 
guidance counsellor.  

● SHSM courses 
begin in Gr 11

● Counsellor will 
inform you of 
courses you need 
for a particular 
sector

2 Certifications/Training

● Mandatory & 
elective 
certifications & 
training  provided 
while @ LC

(ie. WHMIS, CPR, 
Health & Safety)

3 Contextualized 
Learning/ Co-op

You need to take at least 
2 co-op credits  prior to 
graduating

You will have additional 
opportunities for context 
learning specific to your 
sector

Course bundlings depend on your sector



TEST Drive your Career- SHSM @ LCHS

Hospitality & 

Tourism

Arts & Culture

Construction Manufacturing

Energy Transportation

Environment Justice & 
Community

SECTORS



How is it recognized?

● An Ontario Secondary School Diploma with an embossed red seal. 
● An SHSM Record documenting achievements. 

● Formal recognition the Ontario Student Transcript.

Certain post secondary institutions have bursary or scholarship 
opportunities for SHSM students for example: Brock University, 

Guelph-Humber and Niagara College.



What are the required components

1.  A bundle of nine grade 11 and grade 12 courses including:

● Four ‘major’ credits in the sector specific courses 

● Three  ‘supporting’ credits in English, Math, Science, Religion 

or Social Science (CLA- contextualized learning activity 

required for each of these)

● Two cooperative education credits tied to the sector 

2. Sector recognized certifications  (ie. CPR, First Aid, WHMIS)



   #LCHSSHSM

Bundle of Credits 
(8-10)

Experiential 
Learning & Career 

Exploration

Sector-Partnered 
Contextualized 

Experience

Reach Ahead 
ExperiencesBundle 
of Credits (8-10)

Certification and 
Training Programs



Sample Certifications/Training 



Pathways

Postsecondary Destinations 

•   Apprenticeship

•   College

•   University

•   Workplace



SAMPLE OCCUPATIONS POSTERS



Tracking Student Progress

A combined effort of the SHSM student & SHSM school team

You MUST see a guidance counsellor to be tracked


